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We were not able to do anything the first half of 2025.  In January we had an ice storm followed by cold 

weather. Everything was covered in ice for about 3 weeks The heavy rains resumed in April, May and 

June. But, even with the heavy rains the sinkhole never totally filled up. This tells me that the cave is 

draining better. 

We had some extremely heavy rains in early April 2025. FYI – I called Adam Hoffman our closest 

neighbor out there, he said that they had 4 inches in a couple hours on Friday the 4th, with a total of 5.5 

inches for the weekend. 

 

It was a mess out there. Lots of branches and mud everywhere. You could see that the sinkhole had 

filled up about 2/3 of the way. There was still water running over the waterfall (but most of that water 

was disappearing below the waterfall). Afterwards we drove to the Dry Auglaize Creek ford, and water 

was still running over it (when water is running over the ford the water table is high enough that the 

cave can’t completely drain). 
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Area across from the base of the waterfall 

 

A layer of mud covered everything. 

 

There still was some water in the cave. 
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Views of the back of the sinkhole. 
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A few years ago we constructed a small dam on top to reduce the amount of water running into the 

back of the sinkhole. We put in a 6 inch pipe (including a standpipe with a debris guard) to divert this 

water away from the sinkhole. 

On April 4, 2025 a lot of leaves were washed down and plugged up the debris guard. Then the water 

rose to a level where there was a 6 inch overflow drainpipe. But there was so much water that this pipe 

could not handle all of it and the water ended up going over the emergency spillway. But the dam itself 

was not damaged. 

 

In this picture you can see the emergency spill way besides the dam. It worked as planned, but needed 

to be revegetated. 

 

 

The Dry Auglaize Creek concrete ford. The red arrow points to the high water level. I estimate that the 

water was over 10 feet of deep going over the ford. 
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Picture of fence post taken in 2021. 

 

So much mud and debris had washed into the cave that only the very top of the fence post (just below 

the persons toe) was even visible anymore. 
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There were several dead trees just on the other side of Lancaster road which had fallen down and many 

of the branches ended up in the cave. So we decided to cut up these trees and burn the branches before 

they could end up in the cave. 
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There were numerous branches (up to 5 inches in diameter) which had washed into the cave. These 

were picked up and piled and burned later. 

The road leading ino the sinkhole was covered in mud and was outsloped. So we had someone come 

with a skidsteer to work on the road. 
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Things had finaly dried up enough in the fall in the sinkhole, that we hoped to finish up the work in the 

sinkhole itself in late October. We even had equipment lined up. But than it rained a few days before we 

planned to start. Since the sinkhole doesn’t dry out after the fall rains we had to postpone. 

January 18, 2026 

Klaus Leidenfrost 

Goodwin Sinkhole Restoration Project Manager 

Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy 

Year removed Tons of clean fill 
(Estimated) 

Tons of trash 
laden material 

Tons of trash Tons of Metal 
(Recycled) 

Tons of tires 

2012 None None 21.88 1.25 7.37 

2013 350 94.64 7.94 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2014 2,847.5 48.34 0.65 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2015 675 None 1.66 2.215 More stockpiled. 

2016 570 None 0.54 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2017 735 None 0.53 More stockpiled. 2.83 

2018 480 None 0.32 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2019 150 None 0.49 0.17 More Stockpiled. 

2020 750 None 0.34 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2021 None None 0.89 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2022 75 None More Stockpiled 0.6 More Stockpiled. 

2023 None None More Stockpiled More Stockpiled More Stockpiled 

2024 None None 0.28 More Stockpiled More Stockpiled 

2025 None None More Stockpiled More Stockpiled More Stockpiled 

Removed to date 6,632.5 142.98 35.24 4.235 10.2 

Remaining Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

 

# Workdays # of Volunteers 

30 (2012 & 2013) 562 (2012 & 2013) 

24 (2014) 150 (2014) 

16 (2015) 97 (2015) 

21 (2016) 153 (2016) 

31 (2017) 78 (2017) 

18 (2018) 53 (2018) 

15 (2019) 57 (2019) 

33 (2020) 136 (2020) 

17 (2021) 91 (2021) 

13 (2022) 64 (2022) 

4 (2023) 16 (2023) 

8 (2024) 73 (2024) 

5 (2025) 18 (2025) 

235 total 1,548 total 

 


