SPORTS New state record in javelin 29

Vol. 31, No. 42

INSIDE County Rodeo set for June 13-14 2

‘Once a week but never weakly’

www.myleaderpaper.com

636-931-7560

Thursday, June 5, 2025

1o the Batcave

Local group works
to restore cave in
High Ridge

Patty Meyer photo
Cavers from the local Meramec
Valley Grotto group are restoring the
Pleasant Valley Cave.

By Abby Stetina
For the Leader

A group of experts is finishing up a
yearslong project to protect and preserve
what could be the longest cave in Jef-
ferson County.

State
champs

For the first time in 40 years, and
second time ever, the Festus girls
track and field team won a state
championship. The Tigers scored 61
points to finish first at the Class 4 meet
at Adkins Stadium in Jefferson City on
May 30-31. Read more track and field
coverage on Page 29-30.
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Tony Schmitt, president of Missouri
Caves and Karst Conservancy, said the
cave inside the Pleasant Valley Nature
Preserve in High Ridge has not been
properly cared for in past years, and vital
local wildlife, like bats and salamanders,
have fled the area due to the destruction

of their natural cave habitat.

The Jefferson County Council gave
MCKC officials permission to restore
and manage the cave at Pleasant Valley
Nature Preserve, 6701 Twin River Road,

See CAVE, Page 26

Festus Police to
hold meeting about
proposed gun range

By Kevin Carbery
For the Leader

An open house will be held this month
to discuss a proposal to build a gun range
for the Festus Police Department on city
property at 2300 Sunshine Drive (Old
Hwy. A), about a half mile west of Larry
G. Crites Memorial Park.

The open house is scheduled for 3-6
p.m. Monday, June 16, at the Festus Public

See OPEN HOUSE, Page 27

P and Z
opposes
proposed
waste transfer
facility

By Abby Stetina
For the Leader

The Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning Commission recommended denial
of a proposed solid waste transfer station at
4175 Old Hwy. M near the retail complex
that houses a Dollar General store in the
Otto area.

The commission’s decision will be
passed on to the County Council, which
has the sole authority over rezoning, and it
will likely consider a resolution to deny the
rezoning request and development plan at
a meeting this month.

See WASTE FACILITY, Page 27
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