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Work at the sinkhole and cave slowed down after the 2022 break-in, when all of our suplies were stolen. 

But additional work resumed in 2024. 

 

In February, 2024 we had an 8 foot tall fence installed between the sinkhole and Lancaster Road to 

discourage any future dumping. 

During the fall of 2024, we were able to get volunteers from Fort Leonard Wood again Therefore we 

were able to have 3 good workdays during the fall. 

 

October 26, 2024 workday volunteers. 
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Safety and pre-work briefing. 

 

Cooking lunch for the Volunteers. 
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Removing Trash in the sinkhole. 

 

Sticks and branches removed from the cave (some of them were over 6 feet long). 

 

The sticks and branches were burned several weeks later, in order to prevent them from being washed 

back into the cave after heavy rains. 
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We also took another 560 pounds of trash to the transfer station this fall. 

We also added another section of hog panel fence in the cave, where water had eroded an area around 

the existing fence 

While we still haven’t been able reopen the cave, the cave is draining better than ever. On November 5, 

2024. I observed, two things which I have never observed before. FYI – There was no water in the cave, 

even though the sinkhole had 3.7 inches of rain during the previous 2 days. 

1.  While standing at the entrance to the cave, you could hear water running somewhere back in 

the cave. 

2. The cave was open when water was running over the Dry Auglaize concrete ford. During dozens 

of other times over the years, when water was running over the Dry Auglaize concrete ford, the 

cave was full of water. The water level had to be 6 -8 feet below the Dry Auglaize concrete ford 

before there was no water in the cave. 

I was hoping to remove more dirt from the sinkhole and cave, but we could not make it happen this year. 

Either I was not available and/or a contractor was not available and/or conditions were not favorable. 

January 23, 2025 

Klaus Leidenfrost 

Goodwin Sinkhole Restoration Project Manager 

Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy 
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Year removed Tons of clean 
fill (Estimated) 

Tons of trash 
laden material 

Tons of trash Tons of Metal 
(Recycled) 

Tons of tires 

2012 None None 21.88 1.25 7.37 

2013 350 94.64 7.94 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2014 2,847.5 48.34 0.65 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2015 675 None 1.66 2.215 More stockpiled. 

2016 570 None 0.54 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2017 735 None 0.53 More stockpiled. 2.83 

2018 480 None 0.32 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2019 150 None 0.49 0.17 More Stockpiled. 

2020 750 None 0.34 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2021 None None 0.89 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2022 75 None More Stockpiled 0.6 More Stockpiled. 

2023 None None More Stockpiled More Stockpiled More Stockpiled 

2024 None None 0.28 More Stockpiled More Stockpiled 

Removed to date 6,632.5 142.98 35.24 4.235 10.2 

Remaining Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

 

# Workdays # of Volunteers 

30 (2012 & 2013) 562 (2012 & 2013) 

24 (2014) 150 (2014) 

16 (2015) 97 (2015) 

21 (2016) 153 (2016) 

31 (2017) 78 (2017) 

18 (2018) 53 (2018) 

15 (2019) 57 (2019) 

33 (2020) 136 (2020) 

17 (2021) 91 (2021) 

13 (2022) 64 (2022) 

4 (2023) 16 (2023) 

8 (2024) 73 (2024) 

230 total 1,530 total 

.  
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