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We did not have any workdays during the winter. 

There were some extremely heavy rains during May 5 and May 6 in central Missouri. You could not even 

get to the sinkhole since all the areas roads were closed due to flooding. One of the roads near the 

sinkhole finally opened and I was able to get to the sinkhole on May 8. 

You could tell by the amount of debris in the fence and the section of missing fence along Lancaster 

Road that a lot of Lancaster Road near the Dry Auglaize Creek had been underwater. Looking at old 

photos, you could see that the last time that the flooding along Lancaster Road was as bad, was July 

2015. 

 

Extensive erosion along Lancaster Road near the sinkhole. Notice all the gravel which had been washed 

off the roads surface. 

When I arrived, I could see that the sinkhole had been totally filled with water. The water level had 

gotten to within 1 foot of the gate by Lancaster Road. The rain gauge at the sinkhole showed over 5.5 

inches. There was all sorts of debris in the sinkhole and a large amount of mud had been deposited. The 

last time the sinkhole totally filled with water was April 2017. 
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But there also was some good news. Looking at old photos from 2017, you could see that the sinkhole is 

draining a lot faster now, due to all the work we have been doing in the cave. The water level this year 

dropped more after 2 days, than after 8 days in 2017. 

In November 2021 we constructed a small dam to temporarily hold any runoff. This water now drains 

into a buried culvert and is carried away from the sinkhole. 

 

Photo taken in November 2021 during construction of the catch basin. Note: A standpipe drain would 

allow the trapped water to drain out via the buried culvert and prevent any additional erosion from 

occurring in the back of the sinkhole. 

 

The water level was high enough to reach the overflow pipe during the May Flooding. 
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The catch basin on May 8, after the water level had receded. Notice the debris on top of the water 

intake. 

I went to the sinkhole on May 17 (11 days after the flooding).  

 

The cave was still filled with water and water was dripping off the surrounding rocks. 
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Gravel deposited below the waterfall. I estimate that the amount would fill about 4 dump trucks. This 

gravel came from the head cutting of the road ditch along Lancaster Road, (see photo on page 1) the 

road surface of Lancaster Road itself and from the surrounding area. 

On May 21, Ken Long went to the sinkhole after 2 ½ inches of rain. He said that the sinkhole was about 

half full of water. But the catch basin and diversion culvert were working. 

 

Water entering the sinkhole on May 21. 
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Photo taken on May 21, of a nearly full catch basin. Notice the top of the yellow water intake next to the 

fence post.  

 

Lancaster Road under water at the Dry Auglaize Creek Ford on May 21. 



2022 Goodwin Work Summary 
 

Page 7 of 15 
 

 

We were first able to pump out the cave on August 3. Prior to that the areas water table was still too 

high to allow us to pump out the cave. In August some water was still dripping off the caves roof. 

.  

Gravel was placed on the road leading down into the sinkhole which was covered with mud in May. 
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We removed 5 dump trucks (75 tons) of material below the waterfall and also constructed a small dam 

to help catch any material before it could reach the cave. 
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Rip rap was placed in the road ditch to stop the head cutting (see photo on page 1) which was occurring 

and to trap any gravel washing off the roads surface before it could reach the sinkhole. 

 

In 2022 we were able to get a little farther back into the cave, but we still found more trash and debris. 
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Rains in October partially filled the cave with water again. We were never able to work with equipment 

in the cave in 2022 because of the wet conditions. 

 

Blowing leaves off the waterfall prior to burning them. 
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We plan to put a fence along Lancaster Road in the near future to prevent any future dumping. However 

a dying tree was leaning over where we plan to place the fence, so we removed the tree. 
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Unfortunately on Sunday December 11, we discovered that someone had broken into the property. 

 

You could tell by the bent crossbars on the gate that someone had used a pick-up to push the gate 

down. 

When we walked back there you could see that the locked doors were standing wide open and utensils 

were laying on the trail. 
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When we got to the larger shed and looked inside you could see that a lot was gone. 

 

A 4000 watt Coleman generator, 21 self-propelled mower, echo leaf blower and Heavy Duty plastic tub 

wheelbarrow used to be in the shed. 

 

The various rakes, shovels, small hand tools etc. were gone. 
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All the safety supplies (first aid kits, gloves helmets with headlamps) and various other tools and splitting 

maul along with several Dutch ovens, numerous cooking supplies, silver ware, bowls and plates and 

other supplies were taken from the other locked shed. 

 

 

But they did leave a gas can and a bucket of lime for the toilet. 

 

This project totally relies on volunteers and we make sure to feed them well when they come and we 

supply them with tools and gloves. Unfortunately since all of our work, safety and even the cooking 

supplies were stolen, I don’t know if the clean-up and restoration of the sinkhole and cave can even 

proceed anymore. 

 

December 15, 2022 

Klaus Leidenfrost 

Goodwin Sinkhole Restoration Project Manager 

Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy 
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Year removed Tons of clean 
fill (Estimated) 

Tons of trash 
laden material 

Tons of trash Tons of Metal 
(Recycled) 

Tons of tires 

2012 None None 21.88 1.25 7.37 

2013 350 94.64 7.94 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2014 2,847.5 48.34 0.65 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2015 675 None 1.66 2.215 More stockpiled. 

2016 570 None 0.54 More stockpiled. More stockpiled. 

2017 735 None 0.53 More stockpiled. 2.83 

2018 480 None 0.32 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2019 150 None 0.49 0.17 More Stockpiled. 

2020 750 None 0.34 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2021 None None 0.89 More Stockpiled. More Stockpiled. 

2022 75 None More Stockpiled 0.6 More Stockpiled. 

Removed to date 6,632.5 142.98 35.24 4.235 10.2 

Remaining Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

 

# Workdays # of Volunteers 

30 (2012 & 2013) 562 (2012 & 2013) 

24 (2014) 150 (2014) 

16 (2015) 97 (2015) 

21 (2016) 153 (2016) 

31 (2017) 78 (2017) 

18 (2018) 53 (2018) 

15 (2019) 57 (2019) 

33 (2020) 136 (2020) 

17 (2021) 91 (2021) 

13 (2022) 64 (2022) 

218 total 1,441 total 

  

 

 

 


